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 Chair Jean Monnet in Compared Regional Integration is organizing in partnership 

with the Faculty of Law, Economic and Social Science of the University Mohamed V Souissi 

and the Circle of Study and Economic Research (CEREC, Morocco), on Wednesday 4 and 

Thursday 5, June 2008 at the University Mohammed V Souissi - Rabat (Morocco), at the time 

of its VIIth International Days of Studies, a multi-field Conference on the following topic:  

 

A New Approach of the Euro - Mediterranean Cooperation  

 is it Necessary Today ? 
 

In the Seventies, the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation concretized itself within the 

scope of agreements being based on the principle of a global solution characterized by the will 

to promote the free access of the Mediterranean industrial products to the Community market 

without reciprocity, to improve the access of the agricultural productions to this market by the 
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lowering of the customs duties and to facilitate the implementation of a financial and 

technical assistance. The agreements with the countries concerned, in particular those of the 

Maghrebian area, allowed an exemption from customs duties for their industrial products, 

some agricultural customs concessions (moreover insufficient compared to the comparative 

advantages held on the matter by these countries) and a financial assistance (loans of EIB and 

gifts). A poor assessment of these “cooperation agreements” can be drawn up. Then European 

Community renovated its Mediterranean policy, in particular following the Conference of 

Barcelona of 1995, without to lead to a very positive assessment of this restoration. More 

recently still, a new initiative, the policy of vicinity, is addressed with some Mediterranean 

countries; it is the sign of a Mediterranean policy which is still sought… 

 

A cooperation characterized by the weakness of its results  

European Union and twelve Eastern and Southern countries of the Mediterranean area 

(Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Malta, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Turkey and 

Palestinian Authority) decided thus to create, by 2010, a free trade area. Bilateral and 

asymmetrical “agreements of association” were concluded between Europe and the majority 

of these Mediterranean countries. They are characterized by an unilateral protectionist 

disarmament of these countries, putting a term at the asymmetrical advantages which theirs 

had been granted in the Seventies. Exchanges of industrial products and services are 

liberalized, in harmony with the rules of the international trade. On the other hand, the 

liberalization of the traffic of the agricultural products remains more limited. European 

Commission replaced the former system of the bilateral financial protocols by a single 

budgetary instrument, MEDA, for the implementation of the whole of the activities of 

cooperation with the Mediterranean countries. The program MEDA II covered the period 

2000 - 2006 with a budget of 5.3 billion euros. On its side, the European Investment Bank had 

envisaged to allocate 6.4 billion euros for the Euromed program. In addition it had been 

committed releasing 1 billion euros additional for the transnational projects. On the whole, 

these funds were in particular intended to support the economic transition from the 

Mediterranean countries (opening with competition and promotion of the private sector) and 

the transborder cooperation (development of the exchanges at the regional level).  

Nearly ten years after the implementation of the first agreements signed in the spirit of 

Barcelona, once again, the assessment is not very favorable even if several agreements of 

association were signed. The political difficulties of the Mediterranean area (problems in 

Algeria, tension between Greece and Turkey, aggravation of the tensions in the Middle-East, 
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Balkan conflicts) were accompanied by an insufficient engagement of the European Union 

(Northern and Eastern Europe were more privileged). Still insufficient and unequal progress 

appeared as regards democratization of the societies and transparency of the action of the 

public administrations in the Mediterranean countries. Today, the geo-political and geo-

economic international evolutions make essential a recasting of the cooperation to the 

Mediterranean area. However it is clear that this recasting can be considered with real chances 

of success only with States in peace and progressing in the way of the democratization of the 

society. From this point of view, the West of the Mediterranean area seems more capable to 

observe this condition, in particular the Maghreb (even if a progress to differing degree is still 

necessary).  

 

The necessary recasting of the cooperation in the Mediterranean area 

 

This recasting requires must take into account a new geo - political and geo - 

economic approach and could not limit itself only to the concerns of the countries of 

European Union (cooperation in the fight against terrorism and the control of the migratory 

movements). Europe does not have probably vocation to be integrated in an exclusively North 

- North process and the States of the South or East of the Mediterranean area do not may find 

it more beneficial to be integrated in an exclusively South - South process. The deepening of 

the integration of the European Union is stopped1 and the realization of the Union of the Arab 

Maghreb hardly progresses. At the moment when European recombining is planned to 

mitigate the rejection of the constitutional draft Treaty (France and Netherlands in 2005) by 

calling upon realistic Europe of the variable geometry, shouldn't one seize this historical 

opportunity to build also a variable geometry between European countries and Mediterranean 

countries? Don't the problem of the political construction of Europe and the blocking of the 

formation of the Maghreb paradoxically offer real opportunities for the organization of a 

Mediterranean unit? Intermediate entities of integration gathering of the countries of the 

South of Europe and the North of Africa could constitute and make obsolete the “whole 

                                                 
1 The deepening would require, either to progress still in the way of the completion of the domestic market 
(exchange of non commercial collective goods, for example medical goods), or to complete the monetary union 
(economic governorship of the Euro zone, policy mix more coherent, reform of the current budget).  Widenings 
could not hold place of deepening of the process of economic integration. Even they can represent an obstacle 
with this deepening insofar as the adoption of the decisions is made more complex. On the other hand, they make 
more necessary the reinforced cooperation or Europe to variable geometry. 
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except the institutions” of R. Prodi (also affirmed by J. Pujol2) who defined the limits of the 

field of the Euro - Mediterranean cooperation. Then it would replace the “whole including the 

institutions” of a new and functionalist approach of the Euro - Mediterranean relations. 

Western Mediterranean countries, with its 4 + 4 components, i.e. Portugal, Spain, France, 

Italy on the North and Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and perhaps Libya on the South, could 

institutionalize perfectly their relations without giving up the European Union for the ones 

and the Union of the Arab Maghreb for the others.  

As for the geo-economic context, it is characterized today by the assertion of the Asian 

countries (China, India, etc) in the production and the international trade of the industrial 

goods. In the near future, the services will be fully concerned with the internationalization of 

their production. The economies of scale carried out remotely benefit more and more with the 

labour from Asia and the holders from capital which delocalize their productive activities 

there (United States, European Union, Japan). A swing of the geography of industrial 

specializations towards Asia is possible, involving losses of activities in the Euro – 

Mediterranean area whose wage costs are relatively too high (case of the European and 

Maghrebian textile sector, for example). In a globalized economy where the factors of 

production are mobile internationally, the Ricardian model of international specialization 

loses its relevance with the profit of the Smithian model: it is absolute lower cost at the total 

level which is required3. That calls new answers in the productive organization and the 

definition of new external policies in the Euro - Mediterranean area. A thorough reflexion 

must be led on the mechanisms and the effects of the unequal (or unfair) competition 

undergone by the Euro-Mediterranean area and of the original solutions suggested (definition 

of minimal rules of social standardization or reconsideration of the rules of origin and their 

application, for example).  

At the time of the congress “Europe-Morocco: ten years of the process of Barcelona” 

(Rabat, October 2005), the Spanish Minister for the Foreign Affairs, Miguel Angel Moratinos, 

affirmed that the “advanced statute” proposed by the EU to Morocco was “insufficient” taking 

into consideration fundamental part “which the Kingdom in the Mediterranean zone plays”, 

adding that the development of the relations with the Kingdom must be a “top priority” of the 

Spanish and the EU policy, because “day after day, the relations with Morocco affect to us in 

                                                 
2 J. Pujol, Pour  une Europe plus méditerranéenne, Revue 30 jours, June  2005. 
 
3 P. A. Samuelson, Why Ricardo and Mill rebut and confirm arguments of mainstream economist supporting 
Globalization, Journal of Economic perspectives, summer 2004.  
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sectors as various as economy, immigration, trade or terrorism”. More largely, the definition 

of an Euro-Maghrebian institutional entity would constitute a response to the current 

requirements of the need for registering the cooperation in the Mediterranean area under the 

seal of modernity and the future. In the same way, in the Eastern Mediterranean area, a 

regional entity gathering of the Euro - Mediterranean countries neighbours could be built.  

 

Conference that will begin and finish in plenary session will proceed in two 

multi-field workshops around the sets of themes below relating to the assessment 

and the necessary evolution of the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation (non 

exhaustive enumeration): 

 

Workshop 1 - The assessment of the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation: the 

institutional levelling of the Mediterranean countries (reinforcement of the capacities, 

democracy); progress as regards human development; regulation of the international 

migrations; macro-economic effects of the process of Barcelona: economic growth, 

distribution, reduction of poverty; commercial patterns of trade; determinants of the direct 

investments and their geographical and sectoral allowance; vertical cooperation of hub - ray 

type and its insufficiencies; policies of harmonization of the conditions of production 

(adoption of rules of the European single market, transfer of the “acquis communautaire”, 

etc); North-South technology transfers; the role of the NTIC, in particular like factor of 

development and integration; economic shocks in the Mediterranean countries; the anchoring 

- total or partial-  of the currencies of the Mediterranean countries to the euro, etc.  

 

Workshop 2 - Fields of a recasting of the European Union - Mediterranean 

Countries cooperation: Euro - Mediterranean demographic trends; demographic ageing and 

its consequences: constraints on the labour markets, economic growth and social protection; 

rights of migrant worker and their extension; clandestine immigration; common management 

of migratory flows in the interest of all; the taking into account of the migration - 

development relation; the Euro - Mediterranean of safety policy; concerted planning of 

Mediterranean agricultural space; privatization of the activities and their economic and 

social impact; promotion of IDE, in particular the BOT systems; policies of interconnection 

of the infrastructures (effects of the tunnel under the Straits of Gibraltar); production of the 

commercial and non commercial collective goods and their exchanges; trade external policies 
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confronted with the unfair competition; the taking into account of the environmental evolution 

in the Mediterranean area (pollution, exhaustion of the energy resource, progression of the 

turning into a desert of territories, hydrous deficit, etc); economic and social governorship in 

the Euro zone and the Mediterranean area; the partnership with the Arab world; the 

relevance of Western Mediterranean Economic Community (WMEC); an alternative scenario 

of North Africa cooperation (Maghreb and Egypt) - Europe of the South (countries of the 

Western Mediterranean area and Greece); the role of the EIB and the FEMIP; the creation of 

new methods of financing (funds of reduction of poverty); the role of major third countries 

such as United States, China and other emergent Asian countries; education and training of 

men and the intercultural dialogue, etc. 

 

Proposals for a contribution, of two hundred words approximately, are to be addressed 

to:  

Secretariat of   Chair   Jean Monnet “Compared Regional Integration”  

University Montesquieu-Bordeaux IV,  Avenue Leon Duguit  - 33608 - PESSAC 

E-mail: chaire@u-bordeaux4.fr             Telephone: + (33) - 05-56-84-86-20   

 

before November 15, 2007 
Authors will be informed on January 15, 2008 at the latest of the action pursuant taken 

to their proposal for a communication after examination by the Scientific Committee of VIIth 

International Days of Study Jean Monnet. Definitive contribution texts (15 - 20 pages) will 

have to reach the Secretariat of Chair Jean Monnet in Compared Regional Integration, at the 

latest on April 30, 2008. The program of the Days of Studies will be sent in the current of 

April 2008 to the various speakers and participants.  

 

Scientific committee of the Conference : 
R. Amrani, CEREC and University  Mohamed V Agdal, S. Ben Hamad, ESC Sfax, M. Benlahcen Tlemcani, University of Djibouti, 

C. Bergouignan, University  Montesquieu-Bordeaux IV, F. Bindi, University Tor Vergata, Rome, B. Blancheton, University Montesquieu-

Bordeaux IV, C. Blayo, President  of  CUDEP, S. Dkhissi, Faculty of Law and Economy, University  Mohamed V Souissi, B.  Gurbuz, 

University Galatasaray, L. Grard, University Montesquieu-Bordeaux IV, C. Grellois, University Montesquieu-Bordeaux IV,  A.  Hakam, 

CEREC and University Mohamed V Agdal, B. Hamdouch, CEREC and University Mohamed V Agdal,  P.  Hugon, University Paris 1 Panthéon 

Sorbonne, A. Smati, University of Souk-Ahras, D. Torre, University of Nice Sofia Antipolis, J. Trotignon, University Lyon II ,  M.  Ulus, 

University  Galatasaray, J.-C Verez, University d’Artois, B. Yvars, University Montesquieu-Bordeaux IV 

 


